
 

  

      WAIMAUKU SCHOOL 
                                                         OPENING DOORS TO LIFE’S JOURNEY 
 
 

July 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
Agriculture Day (Saturday 19 October) is approaching so those children 
who wish to rear chickens for this year’s event will need to order and 
make payment by Thursday 25 July. This can be done via Kindo or by 
completing  the order form on the back page of this notice and returning 
it to the office, along with payment no later than Thursday 25 July. This is 
the first Thursday of term 3. We have to order the chicks on this day, so 
we unfortunately cannot accept late orders. Regretfully we have to limit 

the number of chickens per student to two, no exceptions. The breed of chicks delivered are 
Brown Shavers.  We have included detailed information below to enable the children to 
complete a chicken diary and project. Whilst the diary and project are not compulsory, we 
encourage those who purchase chickens to take part. 
 

Waimauku School Chicken Rearing Cup Award – Awarded to a Year 1 – 8 Student 
The cup award will be awarded to the person who achieves well in three sections.  The 
Waimauku School Chicken Rearing Cup will include entries from all levels of the school.  A merit 
certificate will be awarded to all those who complete a diary.  The Chicken Rearing Cup Award is 
open to chicks raised this year only and only if purchased from the school.  If you have chickens 
from previous years, or chickens not purchased through school at all, these need to be entered 
into the Birds & Chickens competition, which is separate to the Chicken Rearing Cup Award. 
 

Years 1 – 8 
You are invited to keep a simple diary from the day you collect your two chickens, along with 
any special stories about them.  Please include photographs or drawings. We are not issuing a 
diary template to the children, so children can be very creative with the suggestions outlined 
under Section 2. We will have a sample diary available at the chicken talk for you to look at. 
Section Three, judged on the day, will also be considered. 
 

All participants entering a chicken diary will receive a certificate.  A merit certificate will be 
awarded to any child who has presented a chicken over 3 consecutive years, with an honours 
certificate being awarded for 5, 6, 7 and 8 consecutive years.  
 

Section One  
A journal or diary is to be kept outlining the care and developments that the chicken has 
undergone since you started taking care of it.  This journal should be neatly and accurately kept. 
Be creative! 
 

Section Two 
A project or research unit is to be completed with the aims of: 
 

i. Showing your knowledge, through the project, which hopefully will be retained 
throughout your life.  

ii. Encouraging the expansion of your knowledge of chickens and the part they are playing 
and have played in our lives. 

 



 

 
Some suggestions for inclusion are: 
Breeds of chickens and their specialist use. Eggs – How often are they laid?  Why are they 
different colours? Are brown eggs healthier than white eggs? Is it cost effective to have your 
own chickens versus buying eggs? How is the decision made on what size an egg is?  E.g. a size 6 
or 7. Is there a pecking order with chickens? 
We suggest you use both the school and public libraries to gather information from books, as 
well as using the internet.  Possible search options could be ‘How do I care for Brown Shaver 
chickens’ or ‘Interesting facts about Brown Shaver chickens'. 

 

Section Three 
This will be judged on the day. Emphasis to be placed on child’s effort, care and involvement 
with their chicken. 
All sections receive equal weighting for the Waimauku School Chicken Rearing Cup. Diaries must 
be handed in to the office no later than Monday 14 October.  PLEASE ENSURE YOUR 
COMPLETED DIARY IS RETURNED BY THIS DATE, AS LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
FOR THE OVERALL AWARD.  
YOUR NAME, YEAR LEVEL AND ROOM NUMBER MUST BE ON THE FRONT OF YOUR 
DIARY AND PROJECT.  This will allow Mr Pasfield enough time to judge all of your 
fabulous entries. 
 

Purchasing Chickens - Each child will receive two chicks.  They cost $8 
each, so the total cost is $16.00. Payment can be made by 
Kindo/cash/eftpos or cheques made out to Waimauku School. Orders 
and monies must be in to the school office by Thursday 25 July.  SORRY, 
NO LATE ORDERS ACCEPTED.  Parents must collect the chickens from 
school on Tuesday 13 August at 3pm.  
Please remember to bring a small named container.  The chicks are tiny 
so the box/container needs to be around 10cm x 10cm x 10cm. Shoe 
boxes, cat cages and similar are all way too big. The container needs to be lined with something 
to keep your baby chickens warm and to prevent them from rolling around in the box on your 
way home. Containers need to be at school by Friday 9 August. 
 

Chicken Talk - We are extremely fortunate to have Liz Knight coming in to give a talk about 
chickens and their care. Liz has vast experience in the raising of chicks and we are really looking 
forward to her informative talk. We encourage parents to come along at 12.30pm on 
Wednesday  7 August to the staffroom and attend this talk, along with your child/ren.  If you 
have any questions, then bring these along with you for Liz to answer.  You will then be fully 
prepared for the arrival of your new baby chicks on Tuesday 13 August. 
 

CARING FOR YOUR CHICKENS 
Rearing - When you receive your chickens ensure that they are warm as this is their first need - 
chickens will not start to feed if they are cold.  Temperatures should be 33 Celsius for the first 
week and reduced weekly until down to about 15 Celsius.  They can be kept in a hot water 
cupboard for the first couple of nights until other arrangements are made.  A 40 to 60 watt bulb 
suspended over a suitable box and about 300mm above the chickens will provide a suitable 
temperature.  Your chicks cannot regulate their temperature which means if they get too hot or 
cold they will die. DO NOT OVER HANDLE YOUR CHICKENS. 
 

Housing - Do you have the right house for your chicks?  You need a house which allows them to 
move around depending on how hot or cold they are. Put shredded paper on the floor.  We 
suggest you don’t use wood shavings for bedding material as chicks eat this, get full tummies 



 

and then they don’t eat their food. Your house needs to be secure from cats and/or dogs.  It 
needs to be out of the wind and not in direct sunlight.  You will need a heat source – usually a 
fixed 60 watt light bulb and light fitting that will be left on all the time. Be careful to ensure 
there is nothing close to the bulb which could cause a fire. 
As the chicks get older (about 3 weeks old) they will have grown enough feathers to be able to 
be outside during the day time only if the weather is warm.  This will allow you to turn off their 
light (warmth) during the day. You can usually tell if they are ready for this as they will move 
away from the light to cool off.  As the chickens grow, their house must be enlarged.  You will 
require a box about 1 metre x 300mm x 500mm deep.  Cover the box with chicken mesh.  Have 
a solid lid at one end so you can put food and water in.  Ensure that all facilities are kept 
extremely clean at all times. 
From about 5-6 weeks, your chicks can be placed outside in the sun, but ensure their cage is a 
good sturdy one.  It is important that they cannot get out by themselves or that anything can get 
in with your chicks and attack them. 
 

Food and Water - Your chicks will not eat much for the first 36 hours as they live off the yolk 
that is absorbed just before they hatch.  The most suitable food is chick rearing crumbles, which 
contain the correct vitamins, or fine chick grain.  These are obtainable from feed merchants and 
most stock and station agents. If you have not got these, the chickens may be started on a 
course of oatmeal or rolled oats.  Even a hard-boiled egg chopped finely will assist. The rule of 
thumb for feeding - make sure there is food available all the time as they are growing fast and 
need the ‘on tap’ nourishment. Put fresh food out for them morning and night. 
The first couple of times you feed your chicks you may have to wiggle your finger in the 
crumbles until they ‘get the idea’ of where and what their food is.  They don’t have a mother to 
show them so you will need to step in! 
Your chicks will need access to cool clean water at all times.  The lid from a peanut butter jar or 
similar low container is good as chicks can drown in their drinking water if it is too deep.  The 
chicks will grow really fast and you will need to increase their food accordingly. From around 3-4 
weeks, start to sprinkle some of your kitchen scraps into your chicks cage. 
 

Bringing Your Chicken to Agriculture Day - You can choose whether you bring 1 or 2 chicks  to 
Agriculture Day. They need to be in a secure travelling cage. A good idea is to bring an old towel 
or covering to place on top of your chicken’s cage to protect it from the hot sun/wind. Ensure 
your chicken/s has some food and water to keep it happy during the day. You will need to 
attach a label to the cage showing YOUR NAME, ROOM NUMBER and your CHICKEN’S NAME. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
General Information - Chicks are quite curious so it is often good to give them something to 
look at in their house.  You can put a low perch in for them to climb on – this also helps them 
learn to perch in preparation for when you move them outside.  You can use a twig about as 
round as your little finger and nail it to two small blocks of wood so it is stable and won’t tip 
over.  If you find small bugs or worms you can feed the chicks treats.  A lump of grass in a cut 
down ice cream container is also fun for the chicks to explore. 
Your chicks will respond to the amount of time you spend with them and are quite capable of 
developing individual personalities.  It is best not to handle them too much for the first 2-3 days 
as they will be quite overwhelmed with all the changes and are quite fragile and easily hurt.  You 
will need to watch little brothers and/or sisters and be on “squash” alert – remember how small 
these little chicks will be.  
 
Things to do if Your Chicks Don't Look Well - Make sure they are warm inside and not in a 
draught or outside in the cold.  Ensure they have food, fresh water and clean out their house 
every day. Make sure one chicken is not being bullied by the other. 

 

Have fun looking after your chickens and enjoy learning more about them. 
 

 
Kind regards 
Gary Pasfield 
Principal 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

✂…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

ORDER FORM FOR CHICKENS FOR AGRICULTURE DAY 
 

Child’s Name: ___________________________ Room Number: ______ 
 
WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT ORDERS FOR 2 CHICKENS PER CHILD. 
The last day for ordering chickens is Thursday 25 July. NO EXCEPTIONS as we have to advise the 
hatchery the numbers required by this date. Orders and payment via Kindo or to the office please. 
□    I enclose $16.00 for 2 chickens.   (Kindo/cash/eftpos or cheque made out to Waimauku School) 
 □    I understand that I will collect the chickens from school on Tuesday 13 August at 3pm.  
 □   I will ensure my child brings a small named box (about 10cm x 10cm x10cm to the office by Friday 
       9 August to take the chickens home in.  

Parent/Caregiver Name:  ___________________________ 
Parent/Caregiver Ph. Number:  ___________________________ 
Parent/Caregiver Signature:  ___________________________ 


